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“We grant wishes. What-
ever the kids want, if it’s 
within the realm of possi-
bility, we never say no.”

Doyle’s magic wand is 
money. And the problem 
is, in this tough economy, 
money can be harder to 
find than an elephant.

‘Can’t be satisfied’ 

A well-known attorney, 
Doyle landed on the Make-
A-Wish board after rolling 
off the Citizen Crime 
Commission in 2002. This 
summer, he’ll wrap up his 
second year as the chair-
man, which usually comes 
with a one-year term limit.

Make-A-Wish made an 
exception in Doyle’s case 
partly because he gets 
so much credit for rein-
vigorating the Oklahoma 
chapter.

“When I came on board,” 
Doyle remembers at the 
Make-A-Wish offices in 
south Tulsa, “it was very 
much a grass-roots organi-
zation, which is good. But 
it was a constant struggle 
to keep it going.”

He wanted to “take it to 
the next level,” Doyle says. 
And that meant, among 
other changes, expand-
ing the professional staff 
— now with 12 employees 
spread between offices in 
Tulsa and Oklahoma City 
— and recruiting high-pro-
file board members with 
connections to well-heeled 
donors.

Members include State 
Auditor and Inspector 
Steve Burrage and Ann 
Hargis, the “first lady” of 
Oklahoma State University.

As chapters in other 
states struggle to meet 
funding goals, the Oklaho-
ma chapter has maintained 
a $2.2 million annual 
budget.

“But we can’t be satis-
fied,” Doyle says. “Every 
year, we’re doing more 
wishes and, as a result, we 

have to raise more money.”

‘A hard job’

Before leaving on his 
Make-A-Wish trip to 
Disney World last fall, 
9-year-old Ethan Stark-
weather had girls lined up 
on the playground to help 
him practice dancing with 
Cinderella.

His mother’s not sure 
what he liked better — Dis-
ney World itself, or the 
playground flirting.

“It’s not just the wish 
itself,” says Amy Stark-
weather. “It’s the anticipa-
tion before the wish and 
the memories after it.”

Diagnosed with Prader-
Willi Syndrome — a genetic 
disorder that causes low 
muscle tone, cognitive dis-
abilities and a chronic feel-
ing of hunger — Ethan used 
to fantasize about flying 
with Peter Pan to distract 
himself during painful 
treatments at the hospital.

Now, he remembers ac-
tually meeting Peter Pan.

“I’ve definitely seen a 
new spark in him,” his 
mother says.

Last week, Ethan met 
Doyle in the Make-A-Wish 
offices to show him pic-
tures of the trip, and to dis-
cuss other ways for Ethan 
to help raise money.

Lately, Ethan has been 
one of the most tireless 
supporters, appearing on 
radio, contributing artwork 
for an auction and, most 
recently, serving as parade 
marshal for a motorcycle 
rally fundraiser this month.

“It makes me feel good to 
raise money for other kids,” 
Ethan tells Doyle. “It’s my 
job now.”

“And it’s a hard job, too, 
isn’t it?” Doyle says. “But 
whenever I get tired, I 
look at a kid like you and 
remember why I’m doing 
this.”

Michael Overall 581-8383
michael.overall@tulsaworld.com 

Wish:
The wishes bring 
memories that last, 
a mother says.
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‘Every year, we’re do-
ing more wishes and, 
as a result, we have to 
raise more money.’

Kevin Doyle
Make-A-Wish Foundation

How they work

The latest cameras begin 
recording automatically any 
time a trooper turns on his 
front and rear emergency 
lights, West said. Footage is 
captured from pursuits, traf-
fic stops and other emergen-
cy situations. Troopers also 
can manually turn on the 
camera in other instances — 
such as helping motorists or 
traffic control — where only 
the rear emergency lights are 
used, West said. 

Each of the patrol’s 13 field 
traffic troops has a supervi-
sor who is responsible for 
the evidence DVDs recorded 
by the video systems, he said. 
Other supervisors review the 
footage periodically for per-
formance evaluations. 

“We can’t always get out in 
the field with our troopers to 
ride with them,” West said. 
“The tapes are also the first 
thing we go to when we get 
complaints from citizens.” 

There was some initial 
hesitancy among troopers 
when the agency began us-
ing in-car video cameras 
more than a decade ago. 

“It didn’t take very long for 
these troopers to figure out 
that 99.1 percent of the time, 
they realize that those cam-
eras vindicate them,” West 
said. “It’s normal, regular 
equipment to them.” 

Closing access

Footage from DPS video 
cameras was exempted from 
the state Open Records Act 

as part of a package of legis-
lative changes the agency re-
quested in 2005. The chang-
es followed a state district 
judge’s ruling that keeping 
the footage secret was un-
lawful. 

Even before the Open Re-
cords Act exemption, West 
said it was standard practice 
of the public safety depart-
ment to release dash camera 
footage only when subpoe-
naed in a court case. 

“We got requests all the 
time from the press for all 
kinds of things that went on,” 
West said. “We had troopers 
who did wonderful things, 
we had troopers who did bad 
things, we had pursuits and 
we still got requests. But it 
was our practice even before 
’05 not to release them.” 

Still, citing public interest, 
the agency released its foot-
age of last month’s scuffle be-
tween Trooper Daniel Martin 

and Creek Nation paramedic 
Maurice White Jr. 

West said the only other 
time he can recall his agency 
voluntarily releasing video 
was in the wake of the 2003 
killing of Trooper Nikky 
Green in Cotton County. 

“In our opinion, that was 
night and day,” West said of 
the limited release of footage 
in that case. “We were trying 
to catch a cop killer.” 

Ricky Ray Malone was 
convicted and sentenced to 
death in Green’s shooting. 
The state Court of Criminal 
Appeals later overturned 
Malone’s death sentence. 

The public safety depart-
ment recently denied a re-
quest by The Oklahoman 
to review video footage of a 
November 2008 incident in 
Henryetta where a trooper 
faces a misdemeanor assault 
and battery charge in the 
alleged beating of a hand-
cuffed, female suspect. The 
agency cited a separate open 
records exemption that pro-
hibits release during a law 
enforcement investigation. 

pmonies@opubco.co

video:
Rare exceptions are 
made to the rule of 
not releasing patrol 
vehicle videos.
From a�

Department of Public Safety radio maintenance technician Bob 
Weist demonstrates a WatchGuard dash camera used in Okla-
homa Highway Patrol cars. Steve Gooch/the oklahoman

Health plan may be reduced
Democrats face 

funding questions 
about Obama’s 
overhaul proposal.
By PHILIP ELLIOTT
Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — A Re-
publican senator seeking a 
bipartisan health deal spoke 
Sunday of “dialing down” 
expectations while one of 
President Barack Obama’s 
Democratic allies questioned 
whether the White House 
had the votes necessary for 
such a costly and comprehen-
sive plan during a recession.

Obama’s proposal to pro-
vide health insurance for 
some 50 million Americans 
who lack it has become a con-
tentious point for a Demo-
cratic-controlled House and 
Senate struggling to reach a 
consensus Obama desperate-
ly wants.

Much of the concern came 

• after the nonpartisan Con-
gressional Budget Office es-
timated that the plan would 
cost $1 trillion over 10 years, 
but cover only about one-
third of those now lacking 
health insurance.

Democrats protested that 
the estimate overlooked im-
portant money-savers to be 
added later. But Republicans 
seized on the costly projection 
and the bill’s half-finished na-
ture, throwing Democratic 
leaders on the defensive.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, the 
top Republican on the Fi-
nance Committee, said of-
ficials would have to rethink 
their best-case scenario for 
providing a sweeping over-
haul of the health care system 
at a relatively low price.

“So we’re in the position 
of dialing down some of our 
expectations to get the costs 
down so that it’s affordable 
and, most importantly, so that 
it’s paid for because we can’t 
go to the point where we are 
now of not paying for some-

thing when we have trillions 
of dollars of debt,” said Grass-
ley, R-Iowa.

“And we anticipate pay-
ing for it through some sav-
ings and Medicare, and from 
some increases in revenue,” 
he said.

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-
Calif., said she wasn’t certain 
there are enough votes in the 
president’s own party to sup-
port the proposal.

“I think there’s a lot of con-
cern in the Democratic cau-
cus,” she said.

The overhaul’s chief pro-
ponent in the Senate, Chris 
Dodd of Connecticut, urged 
patience as lawmakers con-
tinued working on the bill. 
However, Sens. John McCain, 
R-Ariz., and Lindsey Graham, 
R-S.C., said the bill’s cost was 
problematic.

“You do the math,” McCain 
said. “It comes up to $3 tril-
lion. And so far, we have no 
proposal for having to pay for 
it.”

The CBO estimates “were 

a death blow to a govern-
ment-run health care plan,” 
Graham said. “The Finance 
Committee has abandoned 
that. We do need to deal with 
inflation in health care, pri-
vate and public inflation, but 
we’re not going to go down 
to the government-owning-
health-care road in America 
and I think that’s the story of 
this week. There’s been a bi-
partisan rejection of that.”

Competing plans abound 
in Congress, complicating 
Obama’s task.

“As a matter of fact, I don’t 
have the slightest idea what is 
in either of the two bills in the 
committees,” said Sen. Rich-
ard Lugar, R-Ind. “None of us 
do because much of it hasn’t 
been written, still being draft-
ed. People are scoring some-
thing that doesn’t exist. What 
I would suggest is we hang on 
now for a period of study so 
that we find literally what the 
alternatives are.”

“I think it should be incre-
mental steps,” Lugar said.
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TVA Public Notice

TVA is planning to transfer custody 
of Native American human remains 
in its control in accordance with the 
Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act. A detailed assessment 
of the human remains was made by TVA 
offi cials in consultation with representatives 
of the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas, 
Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town, Cherokee 
Nation, Chickasaw Nation, Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians, Kialegee Tribal Town, 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation of Oklahoma, 
Thlopthlocco Tribal Town, Poarch Band 
of Creek Indians, and United Keetoowah 
Band of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma.

On February 4, 2005, offi cers with the 
Alabama Marine Patrol identifi ed two 
individuals looting Archaeological Site 
1Ja491 on TVA lands managed by the 
Alabama Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources as a Wildlife 
Management Area. The TVA Police 
documented the crime scene and 
contacted TVA’s Cultural Resources offi ce. 
A TVA archaeologist conducted a fi eld 
investigation and identifi ed at least one 
individual burial that was damaged as 
a result of the looting. No cultural items 

were associated with these remains.  
The prosecution of this violation of the 
Archaeological Resources Protection Act 
has been successfully concluded. 

After consultation, TVA determined 
that these human remains represent 
the physical remains of at least one 
individual of Native American ancestry. 
The closest cultural affi liation is with the 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation of Oklahoma.  
Representatives of any other Indian tribes 
who wish to claim ownership or control 
of the human remains must do so before 
July 22, 2009.

Disposition of the human remains to the 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation of Oklahoma 
may proceed after that date if no additional 
claimants come forward.

To make a claim please contact:

Eric Howard
Tennessee Valley Authority
WT 11D-K, 400 W. Summit Hill Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37902-1499
Phone: 865-632-7452

Custody of Native American Human Remains
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